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The distinguished Greek physician and humanitarian Cha-
ralambos Stathakis passed away on August 18™ 2012
after a long term and hard fought battle. Charalambos was
born in Piraeus, the city which he always loved.

He studied medicine at the University of Athens. A very
able student with an extremely sensitive nature, he immedia-
tely turned towards pathology and eventually specialized
at Laiko General Hospital in both pathology and the re-
latively new at the time, a specialty of nephrology. Fo-
llowing his residency training, he was first appointed to
the First Pathology Department and latter on to the Neph-
rology and Renal Transplant Department of the same hos-
pital. He became the Director of the Department in 1999
and proudly stirred the department towards numerous succe-
sses until the beginning of 2006 when the condition of
his health forced him to retire.

Amongst his many contributions to nephrology, we re-
member his great organisation of the BANTAO Congress,
serving as the Congress and BANTAO President for the
Thessaloniki conference. It was a special conference for

BANTAO'’s progress where Charalambos was opening
his hearth as a greatest ever host of any BANTAO Con-
gress for many members who were willing to participate
to the event. During the Chalkidiki conference, he was
honored to become not only the President but also and
the BANTAO Founder. His dedication to the BANTAO
goals came naturally to him as a result of his firm belief
and vision of a greater Balkan area with a peaceful coexis-
tence and cooperation amongst the people who reside
here and who have lived together for hundreds of years as
part of several great empires. He expressed this spirit through
his second major talent, art, by updating the design him-
self of the logo for the Thessaloniki Conference which
has since been adopted as the BANTAO emblem.

This brief summary, though, does not do sufficient credit
to Charalambos’ contributions to medicine and society. An
outstanding clinician, he was a respected figure in medical
circles, with his skill, insight, and inviting and friendly dis-
position. He took a personal interest in mentoring young
nephrologists, and was a great teacher of students and phy-
sician trainees. He also helped professionals from other
BANTAO countries to visit and stay at his Department in
order to become familiar with various procedures and be
trained in many nephrological fields. Neverthelless, maybe
the most extraordinary impression that he left behind him
was his treatment of all around him as equals. It didn’t ma-
tter if the person was the Minister of Health, a specialist
colleague, a young medical student, a nurse, or the hospital
cleaning lady, because he always has had a kind word
and a smile for everyone. He was a dedicated family man,
a loyal friend, and a great artist.

Many doctors in Greece and elsewhere have benefited from
Charalambos’s leadership, guidance, friendship, and he
will be forever greatly missed.

Finally, Charalambos had friends in all Balkan cities, due to
his warm, open and friendly character we all appreciated.
Being always direct in communication with the collea-
gues all over the world, and especially from the Balkans,
he has contributed a lot for the connections between the
colleagues from all Balkan cities with the nephrologists
and other doctors from Europe and the world.



